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Basis of the report 

a. With regard to the language, the international search was carried out on the basis of the international application in the language in which 
it was filed, unless otherwise indicated under this item. 

The international search was curried oul on the basis of a translation of the international application furnished to this 
1 1 Authority (Rule 23.1(b)). 

^ I ] rcgard t0 any nucleo,Wc and/or amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application, see Box No. I. 

| j Certain claims were found unsearchable (Sec Box No. II). 
jX j Unity of Invention Is lacking (Sec Box No. III). 
With rcgard to the title, 



|X [ rhc rcxr ' s approved as submitted by the applicant. 

j j the lexl has been established by this Authority to read as follows: 



5. With regard to the abstract, 

|X | the text is approved as submitted by ihc applicant. 

[" ] U:xl has been csablished, according to Rule 38.2(b), by litis Authority as it appears in Rox No. IV. The applicant may, within 
one month irom the date of mailing of litis international search report, submit comments to this Authority. 

6. With regard to the drawings. 

a - the figure of the drawings to be published with the abstract is Figure No. 6 
|X [ as suggested by the applicant. 

| | as selected by this Authority, because the applicant failed to suggest a figure, 
j J as selected hy rhis Authority, because this figure better characterize the invention, 
b. | | none of the figuies is to be published with The abstract. 
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Box No. II Observations where certain claims were found unsearchable (Continuation of item 2 of first sheet) 

This international search report has not been established in respect of certain claims under Article 17(2)(a) for the following 
reasons: 

1. | J Claims Nos.; 

because they relate In subject matter not required to be searched by this Authority, namely: 



| ^ Claims Nos.: 

because they relate to parts of the international application that do not comply with the prescribed requirements to such 
au extent that no meaningful international search can be carried out, specifically: 



3. [_J Claims Nos.: 

because they are dependent claims and are not dialled in accordance with the second and third sentences nf Rule 6.4(a) 

Box No. Ill Observations where unity of invention is lacking (Continuation of item 3 of first sheet) 



This International Searching Authority found multiple inventions in this international application, as follows: 
See extra sheet. 



1 . I As all required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report covers all 

searchable claims. 

2. \~\ As a11 searchable claims could be searched without effort justifying an additional fee, tins Authority did not invite 

payment of any additional fee. 

LZ3 AS ° niy SOme ° f thC rw?uiied au *dilional search fees were timely paid by the applicant, this international search report 
covers only those claims for which fees were paid, specifically claims Nos.: 



No required additional search fees were timely paid by the applicant Consequently, this international search report is 

restricted to the invention first mentioned in the claims; it is covered by claims Nos.: 

1-8,34,50 



Remark on Protest Q The additional search fees were accompanied by the applicant's protest. 

□ 

No protest accompanied the payment of additional search fees. 
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Supplemental Box 

(To he used when the space in any of Boxes I to VIU is not sufficient) 



Continuation of Box No: III 

1. Claims 1-8, 34 and 50 are directed to a conduit and its method of use for delivering a supply of gas under 

positive pressure comprising a conduit wall which is deformable between an open and collapsed condition. It 
is considered that ihe conduit wall which is deformable between an open and collapsed condition comprises a 
first "special tcchnieai feature". 



2. Claims 9-33, 51 and 52 are directed to headgear or a nasal assembly for delivering a supply of gas under 
positive pressure to a patient comprising a pair of side portions adapted to extend along opposite sides of the 
patient's head, each side portion defining a conduit. It is considered that each side portion defining a conduit 
comprises a second special technical feature. 

3. Claims 35-49, 53 and 54 arc directed to a method for constructing headgear comprising mapping the shape of a 
particular patient's head and forming the headgear in accordance with the mapping of the shape of the head. It 
is considered that mapping the shape of a particular patient's head and forming the headgear in accordance 
with the mapping of the shape of the head comprises a third special technical feature. 



Since ihe abovementioned groups of claims do not share any of the technical features identified, a "technical 
relationship" between the inventions, as defined in PCT rule 13.2 does not exist. Accordingly the international 
application does not relate to one invention or to a single inventive concept, a priori. 
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A. CLASSIFICATION OF SUBJECT MATTER 
hit. CI. 7: A61M 16/08 

According to international Patent Classification (IPC) or to both national classification and IPC 

B. FIELDS SEARCHED 

Minimum documentation searched (classification system followed by classification symbols) 

Documentation searched other than minimum documentation to the extent that such documents are included in the. fields searched 

Electronic data base consulted during the international search (name uNata base and, where practicable, search terms used) 
DW?I and Keywords (conduit, gas, pressure, collapse, wall, occlude, flow) and like terms 
USPTO and Keywords (collapse, conduit, gas) and like terms 



C. IXX.UMKNTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 


Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 


Relevant to 
claim No. 


X 
X 
A 

A 


US 5765557 A (WARTERS) 16 June 1998 
Column 6, lines 22-64 Fig. 1 

US 5538000 A (RUDOLPH) 23 July 1996 
Column 5 , lines 30-36 Fig. 1 

WO 1998/024499 A] (RESMKD LIMITED) 1] June 1998 
Whole document 

US 5647358 A (VH.ASI) 15 July 1997 
Whole document 


1-6, 8, 34,50 
1,50 


l x 1 Further documents are listed in die continuation of Box C X See patent family anm 




* Special categories of cited documents: 
"A" document defining the general state of the art which i» -p later document published after the international filing date or priority dale and not >» 
not consumed to be ol particular relevance conflict with the application but cited to understand the principle ur theory 

underryinfi the invention 

" rHCr ^m"'" °T ^ bul P ublishcd ™ * r aftcr ,U * ^ of particular relevance; the elairned invention cannot be considered novel 
international tiling dale _ w ^ CuJlsidcreJ l0 involvc an invtntivc slcp when |hc documcm is ukcn 

alone 

Wh,C !, 1 Uiay U "" w u d u UblS °" Pn ° rily Cbim(s) " Y " d«unw.l of particular relevance; the claimed invention eunnot be considered In 
or wh,ch is cited to establish the publication dale of involve an inventive step when the document is combined with nnc or more other 
another citation or other special reason (as specified) , UL „ documents, such combination being obvious to u person skilled in the art 
0 document referring to an oral disclosure, use. exhibition 

or other means document mentbci of Uie same patent family 

T" document published pnor to the international filing date 
but later than the priority date claimed 


Date of the actual completion of the international seajch 
15 June 2005 


Date of mailing of the international search report ^ « 

2 I M 2005 


Name and mailing address of the ISA/AU 

AUSTRALIAN PATENT OFFICE 1 
PO ROX 200, WODEN ACT 2606, AUSTRALIA 
E-mail addtess: pel@ipaustralia.gov.au 
Facsimile No. (02) 6285 .1929 


Aulhon7cd officer 

AMOD PRADHAN 

Telephone No: (02) 6283 2510 
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DOCUMENTS CONSIDERED TO BE RELEVANT 



Category* 



Citation of document, with indication, where appropriate, of the relevant passages 



US 3865106 A (PALUSII) 1 1 February 1975 
Whole document 



Relevant to 
claim No. 
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This Annex lists the known "A" publication level patent family members relating to tlic patent documents cited in the 
alxwc-mentioned international search report. The Australian Patent Office is in no way liable for these particulars 
which arc merely given for the purpose of in formation. 



Patent Document Hired in 
Search Report 






Patent Family Member 






US 5765557 


AU 


53130/96 


CA 


2215658 


HP 


0821601 




US 


5605149 


US 


6155252 


WO 


96291 10 


US 5538000 


WO 1998/024499 


AU 


46X36/97 


AU 


51114/98 


US 


6044844 
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CA 


1003299 


GB 


1498211 


US 


3945378 


Due to data integration issues 


this family listing may not include 10 digit Australian applications filed since May 2001. 
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